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My dear Friends, 


[| TAKE the liberty of ſubmitting to your inſpection, 
through the medium of the preſs, the laſt Diſcourſe I 
addreſſed to you.— As it refers to the principal doctrines 


and duties of that ſyſtem of theology which I con- 
ceived myſelf obliged to inculcate, and you, almoſt 
univerſally, to receive; it is hoped the publication of it 
will have a tendency to fix and perpetuate them in your 
minds, beyond the power and danger of alienation. 
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In doing this, an additional ſatisfaction is derived, 
from its affording an opportunity of acknowledging, in 
a more ſuitable manner than from the pulpit, your 
liberal and obliging attentions, as generally directed to 
my comfort ;. and more eſpecially ſo, when the exerciſe 
and extenſion of them were particularly wanting: 
when, ſomewhat. harraſſed by the fatigue, but much 
more by the landers and calumnies, the aſperities and 
falſeboods which are the common, but anhallowed 


reſults of public conteſts, an aſylum from the ſtrife 


of tongues was always prepared for me in the boſom 
of peaceful and confidential ſociety ! 


The leaſt I can wiſh you in return is, that you may 


all enjoy the bleſſings and advantages of the preſent life, 
and the more permanent and ſolid conſolations of zruth 
and piety. | | 


j | Theſe 


14 
Theſe ſentiments I ſhall ever retain; and, agreeably to 


them, I now take leave of you in the ſimple language of 
my heart, as 


Your much obliged, 
: 


And affectionate humble Servant, 


WALTER HARPER. 


Nerth-End, Hampftead, 
Dec. 1790. 
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87. Pau 1 having tranſinitted two epiſtles to the diſ- 
ciples. at Corinth, containing a furnmary of the faith 
and practice of a Chriſtian, — chem in the moſt 
affectionate and engaging ſtyle of addreſs, by taking his 
leave of them as · Brethren. '—In doing this, he re- 
fers either to the 1 common relationſhip of mankind, or 
elſe more immediately to the relative ſtate and engage 
ments of the Corinthian converts, as members of the 
true Catholic Church of Chriſt; in which one Lord 
only i is veeltippes, one faith _—_ is preached, one bap- 

0 tag ach ſtim 
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fer oily is adininiftered, and in which aff mier Indir 


criminately are. regarded as Brethren, Under either 


ſuppoſition, theſe words, Finally, Brethren, farewell, 


would have formed an appoſite and extellent termina- 
tion of his valuable Epiſtles : but that ſolicitude and re- 
gard for the immortal ſouls of men, which he poſſeſſed, 
made him | reluctant to lay down his pen, and averſe 
to finally conclude his inſtructions. He ſeems alſo 
apprehenfive of having omitted ſome uſeful truth, — 
ſome neceſſary precaution and therefore reſumes it, 
that he might enforce ſome additional advice, which, | 
he knew, mankind, from the evil propenſities of their 
nature, the diſtractions of worldly commerce, and the 
levity and variableneſs of their minds, do not. regard 


ſo conſtantly. and ſeriouſly as they ought, | 


The firſt of theſe, in the order of > text, is an exhor= 


ration to . be perfect. It may perhaps appear ſome- 


what remarkable, that St. Paul ſhould expect that in 


others which he, with all his eminent and apoſtolical 


* 


advantages, 


advantages, elfewhere confeſſes himſelf unable to at- 
tain.— 80 far from being near the ſtandard of perfection, 
he freely and candidly acknowJedges, that * the good 
he would, that he did not ; but the evil which he would 
not, that he did; and then breaks out into a pathe- 
tic complaint, inſpired by reflection. and excited by his 
feelings: O we hed man, that I am! who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death? From ſuch 
an account of himſelf and his infirmities, it is plain, 
that this great inſtructor of the Corinthians did not > 


allude to a ſtate-of ha perfection, as that is confeſſedly 3 
impoffible.— But what he ſo earneſtly deſired of them "A 


was to labour after perfection, and ardently preſs for- 
ward through all obſtructions to the mark of the prize 
of their high calling in Chriſt Jeſus; that, with his 
example before them, they would follow after holineſs, 
and ftrive to attain an exemplary ſublimity the rein; and 
that they would go on from ſtrength to ſtrength, under 
the grace and ſupport of God, and ſo finally attain unto 
the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, and become qua- 
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| 141 
lified and prepared for eternal glory. — Hence we infer 
the Apoſtle s meaning to be plainly and ſimply tie Be 
perfect, Whilſt on earth, according to the meaſure of 
grace imparted, and God will both ennoble and com- 
plete your ſpiritual attainments in Heaven. | 
St. Paul's next exhortation to dum was 10 be of 
good comfort.” —An unneceſſary injunction, one world 
imagine, becauſe, in. ſo populous and luxurious a city 
as Corinth, he muſt have ſeen a general exhibition of 
gaiety, proſperity, and mirth. There he muſt have 
ſeen the idol of popularity delighting in ambition, the 
vain and haughty in their fancied ſuperiority and tecei- 
ving obeiſance, the covetous in adding to their uſeleſs 
| hoards, and the ſons of profligacy delighting themſelves 
in thoſe. purſuits to which they appropriate the name of 
pleaſure; nor were the ſpeculative philoſopher, the ſedate 
and experienced moraliſt, or the merely nominal Chriſ- 
tian, deſtitute of gratifications ſuited to the complexion 
of their reſpective mindꝭ. Here, Happineſs, one might 
: therefore think, had erected her throne, diſpenſing from 
= it 


» + as 
it to all around a liberal portion of her favours : and fv 
indeed it ſeemed. But ſuch, alas! is the ſtate of our 
fallen- and-deceitful world, that in moſt caſes it holds 


up falſe colours; and hence it frequently happens, that 
under the regalia of ſtate, the enſigns of Honour, the 
tinſel of riches, che gratifications of ſcriſuality, and a 
general appearance of worldly comfort, fome moral and 
mental evils lie concealed, which have a tendency to 
ecorrode the moſt flattering enjoyments of the preſent 
life, and likewiſe divorce our affections from the ſupe- 
rior and permanent conſolations of eternity ! Beſides, 
there are circumſtances, ſome of which are common, 
and others poffible to us all, ſuch as the languor of 
ſickneſs, the apprehenſions of death, the intrufions of 
. poverty, or the ſhocks of perſecution, under which earthly 
comforts betray the feebleneſs of their nature, or elſe 
make to themſelves * wings, and leave us to our fate: — 
The Apoſtle, therefore, endeavours to direct the atten- 
tion and defires of his converts to the comforts which 


flow from God, and are ſuited to all circumſtances ; 


and 
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and to the comforts of a good conſcience, which 


are truly ſaid to afford a continual feaſt.— To men 


avowedly ſceptical, or abandonedly vicious, Conſcience 
is 2 vulture that, whenever admitted, inſtantly ſeizes 
and preys upon the heart ; but to a ſincere and vir- 
tuous proſelyte to the faith of Chriſt it comes as a 
friendly director, pointing invariably to that bleſſed - 
place in which is fulneſs of joy and everlaſting plea- 
ſures, and ſuſtaining him carefully in the way to it, 
that his footſteps ſlip not,—Let Chriſtians, therefore, 
under the moſt arduous and afflictive diſpenſations, 
remember who is their ſtrength and the rock of their 
falvation, and, agreeably to both his promiſes and com- 
mands, * be of good comfort.” 


The next duty which the Apoſtle enjoins, is, to © be of 
the ſame mind; and which principally relates to modes. 
of faith and worſbip.— The Corinthians, it ſcems, were 
much addicted to individual partialities and ſchiſms. 
One would ſay, ** I am of Paul ;” another, * Jam of 


% 


Apollos ;” 


Cy 4 
Apollos; and a third would-ptofeſs himſelf the dif- 
ciple of Cephas.—If, under theſe circumſtances, St. 
Paul had cheriſhed the moſt diſtant wiſh to act the part 
of an "intriguing or ambitious politician ; if he had 
formed any ſecular deſigns he was anxious to effect; 
if, under a pretence of introducing more liberal and en- 
larged habits of thinking, which ſhould heal their divi- 
fions, and compriſe- the ſentiments of all parties,” he 
had indulged ſchemes of changes and revolutions, urged 
by the hope of aggrandizing himſelf and his party on the 
ruins of the country, the endowments of the Church, 
or the revenues of the State to have found himſelf at 
the head of that party, and in poſſeſſion of extenſive in« 
| fluence, and ſuperior authority, would have inſpired him 
with the moſt flattering and ſanguine expectations of 
ſucceſs. But knowing that his miſſion more imme- 
diately related to the things above, than the things of 
earth, he reſigns the latter to thoſe prodigal ſons of 
earth who luſt only after huſks ; and addrefling himſelf 
to his conyerts, who had higher things to mind, but 


.who 
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who, forgetting their precious faith and heavenly hope, 
held men's perſons in eſteem, and formed themſelves 
into ſeparate, communities *—addrefling. himſelf to 
them, he inveighs againſt ſuch a temper ; and proceed - 
ing with a truly Apoſtolic, or rather with a facred-in- 


Algnation, he aſks them. Is Chriſt divided ? or was 


Paul (or any other of your preachers) crucified for you?” 
Certainly not. He then proceeds to remind them of 


„ From this account, as well as from the general tenor of St. 
Paul's writings and conduct, I cannot perſuade myſelf, that, were 
he now alive, he would acknowledge our modern Revolution Dafors 
as regular and proper aſſociates in the work of the miniſtry.—Strange, 
is. it not, that men ſhould ſo far forget the decency and eminency of 
the theological character as to attend publie clubs, with the deſign of 
biafling the minds of thoſe who frequent them, in fayour of republican 
principles, by inflammatory toaſts and ſpeeches, and by other expedients 
ſtill more depraved and contemptible !—Such an opportunity might, 
however, have been thought a rare and excellent one for making pro- 
ſelytes, as the violent and unconſtitutional declamation at the Old 
Jewry, and the copious and continued libations poured out to 
Bacchus at the London Tavern, had rendered the minds of many as 
unfit to govern themſelves, or underſtand one another, as to form any 
wiſe and virtuous ſyſtem of State legiſlation, 0 or truly to define civil or 
religious liberty. 


* 
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the only foundation that can be laid, and which every 
Miniſter ought to lay; even Jeſus Chriſt, the only 
foundation-ſtone laid in Zion, and who is likewiſe head 
over all things to his Church, and in whom the whole 
building, ftly framed togerber, (not ſeparating and fall- 
ing aſunder), groweth up into an holy temple to the 

| C Lord. 


* I wiſh this were more ſtrictly attended to by Chriſtians in 
general, and Chriſtian Paſtors eſpecially,—If their faith were built 
on ſo firm and catholic a foundation, they could not, I think, mate» 
rially diſagree about the ſuperſtructure to be raiſed: there could no 
. cauſe remain for ſoparatiog communion ; for ſchiſm can only be juſti- 
fied on the ground of ſome eſſential deſect. Beſides, ſuch an har» 
mony and unanimity amongſt arthodox Chriſtians, would operate as 
a greater diſcouragement to the modern Socinians, who diſallow and 
reject (for all v/cful purpoſes at leaſt) that bleſſed Being who is de- 
clared to be the ſole corner-ſtone and foundation of the Church, than 
any ſpecies of altercation, or the continuance of polemical oppoſition, 

The perſons alluded to are men whoſe characteriſtie is to ſurvey the 
world with a keen and enterpriſing eye ; and they have looked into it 
already long and far enough to know, that if any docttine of Chtiſtia- 
nity be n:g/eed, a ſubſequent diſerowal of it may be accomplithed 
by any ſophiſter, being in itſelf a natural and eaſy tranſition in the 
human mind.—See Iſaiah, xxvili. 16.— 1 Cor. iii. 11, &c,—and 
1 Peter, ii. 6, 7, 8. | 
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Lord.—Let ur then, my brethren, agreeably to the 


advice of this excellent inſtructor, ©* be of one mind,” 


in this great leading diſtinguiſhing principle. of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt ; let us ſhew the intereft we have in 
it, by a correſpondent holineſs of life ; let us manifeſt 
its benign and conſtraining influence, by a benevolent - 


and courteous demeanour ; and let us be ambitious of 


cultivating that unity of faith and harmony of grace 
here, which, through the merits and mercy of that 
Saviour who is the object of faith, and author of all 


grace, will be perſected in glory hereafter, 


The Apoſtle's laſt exhortation to the Chriſtians of 
Corinth, was, “ live in peace. And ſurely, if Chriſt 
be the Prince of Peace, if his Goſpel be the Goſpel of 


Peace, and his Spirit the Spirit of Peace, his people 


ought to be the People of Peace: and yet how little, 
how very little of this do we behold in the world, even 
in the profeſſing religious world —Inſtead of bearing 
and forbearing with each other ; inſtead of benevolently 
caſting the mantle of charity over the failings and in- 
firmities 


u ] 
firmities of others; inſtead of candidly and favoutably 
interpreting ſuch actions as are myſterious or uncertain ; 
and inſtead of adjuſting all differences that ariſe by fair 
arbitrations, or friendly advice; inſtead of theſe, alas ! 
we remark the foamings of rancour, the infinuations of 
ſlander, the detractions of envy, the ſneers of pride, 
and the noiſe and turbulence of diſſenſion, too frequently 
and univerſally prevail. Theſe are the immoralities 
which have much contributed to bring an evil report 
on a religion whoſe voice and eſſence is peace; they 
have given the enemies of the ©* God of Love and Peace” 
occaſion to blaſpheme : and therefore, my brethren (for 
the reaſons already advanced, and a thouſand beſide), 
theſe things ought not ſo to be.—Lay then aſide, eter- 
| nally aſide, all malice and evil-ſpeaking, and the follies 
and reſentments of pride; and prove, that you are 
anxiouſly intent on the heavenly reſt, by living in love 
and peace with each other; for in doing that, the God 
of Love and Peace ſhall be with you, : 
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On a retroſpect of the different remarks our text has 
ſuggeſted, the precepts of it, collectively conſidered, pre- 
ſent us, we find, with a judicious and beautiful ab- 
breviation of the Chriſtian ſyſtem.— In them we are 
exhorted (having embraced the firſt principles of reli- 
ligion) to go on unto perfection together * in one mind, 
and eſtabliſhed on the fame foundation, even Jeſus 
Chriſt ; the effects of which will be great comfort of 
mind, the regarding and loving one another as brethren, 
univerſal peace among ourſelves, and the preſence and 
protection of the God of Love and Peace with us, to 


bleſs us, to deliver us from temptation and trouble, and 
make us truly happy both here and hereafter ! 


Much 


Kaſaęrig o di, the original word, indeed, imports as much, although 
in the body of the ſermon we have, for the lake of general edification, 
taken it agreeably to our Engliſh verſion. The Apoſtle's meaning is, 
that “ whereas the members of the Church were all (to uſe a meta- 
phor) diſlocated. and out of joint, they ſhould now again be joined 
together in love, and endeavour to make perfe what was amiſs among 
them.” - BEZZA.— See alſo Dr. Hammond, to the ſame effect. 
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Much have theſe, and other ſubjects of ſimilar im- 
portance, occupied our miniſtry; too muth they could 
not; and therefore we have no cauſe for regret reſpect- 
ing them, except it be the reflection of our not having 
made a greater proficiency in them, by ſtudying them 
more diligently, diſcourſing on them more frequent- 
ly, preaching them more earneſtly, and being more 
zealouſly and conſtantly engaged in the ſervice of 
the beſt of maſters, and the beſt of friends. 
If, however, we may preſume to hope, that any 
inſtruction has been conveyed to the underſtandings 


and hearts of this great Congregation, through the 
miniſtry and inſtrumentality of ſo incompetent a ſtu- 


dent of Chriſt's religion, as I freely confeſs myſelf to 
be; let them aſcribe the glory to that God, whoſe dar- 
ling attribute is Love,” who can ſpeak ** Peace” to 
every troubled ſoul, diſordered and deranged by fin ; who. 
can accompliſh the moſt gracious purpoſes and wonder- 
ful works, and accompliſh them too by the agency 
of thoſe who, in the opinion of the world at large, 
as well as in their own, are moſt unequal to the taſk. 


Diſagreeable 


{++ 1 


Diſagreeable and improper as on moſt occaſions it is 


to deſcend from the dignity and generality of divine 
truth to any topic of perſonal concernment, yet as our 
| | miniſtry in this place will conclude with the preſent diſ- 
| courſe, I think it neceſſary, on your account, as well 
as my own, juſt to intimate, that (as far as my recol- 
lection ſerves me) nothing, through the whole courſe 
of it, has been advanced, which I do not this moment 
molt firmly believe, and which my preſent judgment, 
ſuch as it is, does not moſt abſolutely and unequivocally 
approve.—If Memory were to charge me with having 


inadvertently advanced any thing contrary to what I 


or contrary to the doctrine of the eftabliſhed Church, 


which appears to me to be founded on it, and conſen- 


' 

:, 

| | now conceive to be the meaning of the Word of God, 
| | 

| 

| 

| 

1! 


taneous with it, and to which community I therefore 


think it my honour and my happineſs to belong, * I 
ſhould 


* See the Author's ſentiments on this ſubject more largely expreſſed 
in his ſermon on The State of the Nation with reſpe& to Religion 
and Manners,” publiſhed by Evans, 
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ſhould ſeize on the preſent moment as the fitteſt op- 


portunity for the moſt public and explicit retraCtion ;— 
but I thank God, Memory, though a tenacious wit- 
neſs, bears no ſuch record againſt me. 


Leſt it ſhould be imputed to me, that in aſſert- 
ing this I have complimented my own judgment with 
a portion of infallibillity, I muſt here beg leave to 
aſſure you, that I never truſted to ſuch a bruiſed 
and ſlender reed; and that, whenever any doubt oc- ' 
curred reſpecting the nature, the meaning, or deſign of 
a clauſe in the ſacred charter of immortality, I have 
uniformly avoided coming to a concluſive ſentiment, 
without firſt conſulting the writings of the early 
Chriſtians. who converſed with the Apoſtles, and re- 
ceived the depoitum or facred truſt from their hands; 
together with the clear and judicious comments of our 
able, pious, zealous, venerable, laborious, and (I am 
not ſo liberal as to be aſhamed of the term) orthodox 
Reformers, 
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Guided and directed by their light, an adventitious 
ray of which has occaſionally been reflected by the mir- 
ror of ſtudy, and enjoyed in the calm of retirement, I 
have uniformly endeavoured, by the aſſiſtance it has 
afforded me, to prove and eſtabliſh, as clearly as I could, 
the proper perſonality, and eſſential divinity, of the great 
object of all our hopes, and the conſequent ſufficiency 
and perfection of the ſacrifice of his atonement for ſin. 
As creatures © far gone from our original righteouſ- 
neſs,” continually prone to evil, and encompaſſed with 
infirmities, we moreover want a ſupport which none 
beſide an Almighty arm can give, a continual care and 
ſuperintendence, which an Omnipotent Being only can 
beſtow, and a friendſhip, the gracious offices of which 
will extend beyond this little ſcene of things, and bleſs 
and conſole us beyond the grave—1 mean, the friend- 
ſhip of that all- powerful and eternal Saviour, who has 
the keys of death and hell, of the whole inviſible world, 
at his own immediate and abſolute dif) poſal. 


That 
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That theſe, and other truths contained in the ſacred 
record, and from which our Church received them, 
are, with ſome Sectariſts of the preſent day, held in 
unmerited diſrepute; that there have many devices (of 
late) ſtarted forth like noxious exhalations from the 
corrupt and aſſuming hearts of men, by which they are 
to be their own Saviours, you are fully appriſed, and fo 
am IJ. My reaſons for baving frequently recurred to 
them, were, to ſhew you the conſeguences to which ſuch 
tenets lead; to caution you againſt the danger of falling 
into error; to exhort you to attend to the record that 
God has given of his Son, in preference to the ſug- 
geſtions of pride; to remind you, that there is only one 
Saviour, who is the Lord of Heaven, —that there is no 
ſalvation in any other, —and that there is no other name 
under heaven given amongſt men, by which our ſalva- 
tion could have been accompliſhed. Conceiving this 
to be the counſel of God, I have laid it as ſuch before 
you ; as counſel that ſhall conſequently and infalliblyß 
fand, and ſtand too firm and unmoved at * the fiery 
D trial,” 


I $23 
trial,” when all human fancies, theories, ſyſtetne, ſenti- 
ments, and opinions, will evince the turpitude of their 


origin, and the feebleneſs of their ſupport, by falling 
proſtrate before it, like Dagon before the ark 


You will permit me alſo. to appeal to your recollec- 
tion, that it has been our uniform and- conſtant defire, 
to perſuade thoſe who name the name of Chriſt, and 
hope for the ſalvation of Chriſt, to exerciſe a practical 
and correſpondent holineſs; to oppoſe every riſing 
thought that contaminates and endangers the ſoul ; 
to act in all the duties, relations, and conditions of life, 
with a virtuous and commendable ſimplicity, —and fo 
prove, to ſceptics in general, that the doctrines of the 
Bible are not pompouſly exhibited, and arranged in a 


ſtyle of ſpeculative inſignificance; and prove, to the 


profligate part of the world, and indeed the world at 
large, that there is much more in Chriſtianity than a 


mere profeſſion and a name. 


1 9 J 
In reproofs of fin, whether of the irreligion and 
diſſipation of the great, or the common depravities of 
the multitude, I have ever wiſhed to conſider myſelf 


« as a dying man addrefling dying men; as an ac- 
countable creature charged with a ſolemn commiſſion, 
which it was my duty to execute, and which contains 
in itſelf the moſt ample and ſatisfactory apology, and 
the only one I have to offer, for great plainneſs and 
earneſtneſs of ſpeech, running, as it does, in theſe awe- 
ful and compulſive terms—** Son of man, I have made 
thee a watchman over the Houſe of Iſrael ; thou ſhalt 
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them 
warning from me. When I fay unto the wicked, Thou 
ſhalt ſurely die; and thou giveſt him not warning, nor 
ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his wicked way to 
fave his life, the fame wicked man ſhall die in his fins, 
but his blood will I require at thy hands.” | 


Theſe, my Brethren, are the principal points on 
which I propoſed to diſcourſe ; but I cannot prevail on 


D 2 myſelf 
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anyſelf to take a final farewel, without addrefling a few 
words to you on a ſubject I have much at heart.—1 


mean, thoſe valuable and truly religious inſtitutions, the 


Sunday Schools, eſtabliſhed in this place.—Theſe, it is 
my duty, and it is likewiſe my happineſs, to acknow- 
ledge, you have foſtered with a kind, a tender, and 
parental ſpirit. Suffer me, from knowing their uſe 
and importance to the great body of our poor, and 
conſequently to ſociety at large, to intreat you to conti- 
nue to them your pecuniary, and alſo your perſonal 
aſſiſtance. Remember they are in every reſpe& worthy, 
for whom you do this: for, to mention but one conſide- 
ration, on the poor more particularly fall the moſt labo= 
rious and important occupations of life. In agriculture, 
in commerce, or in war, their bodzes are worn out in 
your ſervice; and therefore, the leaſt you can do for them 
in return, is to take ſome little care of their ſouls, 
that they periſh not. Beſides, their fouls are as valu- 
able as yours ; the ſame ranſom was paid down for 
them; they were redeemed by the ſame Saviour, who 
manifeſted 
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manifeſted himſelf, on all occaſions, their peculiar 
friend and tender benefactor, He is now aſcended into 
the. higheſt heavens, from whence he came; and has 
therefore deputed you to be the honoured inſtruments 
for conveying his mercies towards them, and bringing 
them out of a world that lieth in wickedneſs,” fafe 
into the ark of his church : there he will expe& to 
find them, and there he will require and accept them 
as facrifices of a ſweet-ſmelling favour, and as the moſt 
grateful incenſe at your hands. If this be neglected, 
a Chriſtian, among you, will fee/ that he neglects him- 
ſelf and his beſt intereſts, which cannot be ſeparated 
from the conſcientious performance of his duty; and 
will therefore never form an expectation of being 
« of good comfort,” whilſt his poorer brethren are left 
to wander in the paths of ignorance and deſtruction, as 
in the valley of the ſhadow of death. And as to worldly- 
minded men, who ſet all religion aſide, and act only 
by the impulſe of ſelfiſhneſs, they will hardly form 
even a diſtant hope of /iving in peace,” whilſt thoſe 


who 
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who form the bulk of ſociety are uninſtructed in 
the bleſſings of peace, are untutored in the law and 
goſpel of peace, are wholly ſwayed and biaſſed by the 
turbulent and head-ſtrong paſſions of a corrupt and 


fallen nature *. 


To theſe admonitions, and to theſe general acknow- 
ledgments of your charity and liberality, let me not 
| forget 


* It is, I think, unfortunate, that in the Metropolis, where ſuch 
inſtitutions are particularly wanting, and where there is unqueſtion- 
able ability, as well as inclination, to ſupport them, they are not 
generally, or rather univerſally eſtabliſhed. —It may perhaps be ſup- 
poſed, that the introduction of ſo many children into the churches, 
would be inconvenient to the pariſhioners. In the City, where the 
churches are numerous, and the pariſhes for the moſt part ſmall, 
I think the objection an imaginary one; and it might, I ſhould ſup- 
poſe, be partially, if not entirely removed in the /arger pariſhes, by 
ſending a proportionate number to the different chapels where the 
eſtabliſhed worſhip is performed,—One thing is clear, that nothing 
leſs than abſolute impoſſibility, ſhould prevent us from © doing good,” 
and more eſpecially on an occaſion where the moſt ſolid and extenſive 
advantages might be attained and conferred; and thoſe, too, at an 
expence very diſproportionately inferior to other charitable eſtabliſn - 


ments, 


( 23 ] 


forget to tender, in behalf of myſelf, and thoſe more 
immediately concerned with me, our warm and fincere 
thanks for a recent and additional inſtance of kindneſs. 
By the proper and judicious application of your late 
contribution, for the purpoſe of inſtructing ſome of the 
Children in Parochial Pſalmody, much benefit, it is 
hoped, will ariſe. The minds of many of the chil. 
dren, we truſt, will thereby be more ſtrongly and ex- 
peditiouſly weaned from ſwearing to piety, from 
obſcenity to godly converſe, and from noiſe and 
uproar, from riot and folly to which themſelves and 
parents have been accuſtomed, from this vicious and 
horrid diſcord, to the engaging harmony of praiſe, and 
be attuned, happily attuned, to s1Ne to the honour 
and glory of their great Creator, 


Excluſive of theſe advantages, there is another ob- 
je& we have in view; and that is, to make our little 


inſtitution a certain and permanent foundation for con- 
gregational Pſalmady ; and therefore I have one re- 
| queſt 
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queſt (and it is my laſt requeſt) yet to make to 
you reſpecting it: it is not of a pecuniary nature, 
and of courſe cheap and eaſy in itſelf, but conſi- 
dered in a moral point of view, forms an eſſential, 
and indeed an indiſpenſable part of Chriſtian duty. To 
keep you no longer in ſuſpenſe, my requeſt is, that you 
attentively and diſcrettonally join your voices with thoſe 


of the children, and fo complete a ſuperſtructure, the 


foundation of which. is already laid; and that you 
alſo manifeſt the reſpectful ſenſe you entertain of ſo 


ancient and catholic an ordinance, and your reverence 


to the Majeſty of the ſupreme Being whoſe name you. 


celebrate, not by remaining in @ fitting poſture, as if 
he were merely your equal, but rather fanding up, 


to denote your inferiority, deference, reverence, and. 


regard. —St. John, who, though abſent in the body, was 
yet preſent in ſpirit, at one of the concerts of Heaven, 


brings us the cuſtom and example of Heaven in ſupport 


of both. I beheld, (ſays he) and, lo ! a great multitude, 


which no man could number, of all nations and. 


kindreds, 


( 25 J 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, (all, without 
a ſingle exception) d (not ſit down) before the 
throne. They were clothed with white robes, waſhed 
in the blood of the Lamb; and palms in their hands, 
denoting his victory, and their triumph : and he heard 
them /inging with a loud voice (in which the angelic 


choir joined them)—Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, 


to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
and glory, and blefling. And every creature which is 
in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
ſuch as are in the ſea, and al! that are in them, St. 
John heard ſinging Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that ſitteth on the throne, and 
to the Lamb, for ever and ever!“ 


Finally, till you and I, and theſe poor Children, 
(whom I now, for the laſt time, commend to your pro- 
tection) ſhall meet, and live, and ſing, and rejoice to- 
gether in the Church triumphant above my Brethren, 
farewell In the mean time, be perfect, be of good 


E comfort, 


— — we 


1 of one mind, Ive in peace; and the God of 
Love and Peace ſhall be with you And to theſe ob- 
jects my daily prayers for every one of you ſhall be con- 
ſtantly addreſſed, and addreſſed in the holy name, and 
through the perfect merits, and prevailing mediation, 
of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: 
g 'To whom, with the Father, and Holy Spirit, - Shows 
4 Perſons in the one Jehovah, the God of Love and 

Peace, and all conſolation, be aſcribed, in imitation 


of the bleſſed above, falvation, honour, glory, 
nad your, for ever and ever —Amen, 
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